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Parish of Pauatahanui  

Annual General Meeting Reports  

Please bring this to the Annual General Meeting. 



VICAR’S REPORT 
 
As I begin my sixth year with you, Jim and I feeling very settled. We have bought 
our own home (in Pukerua Bay), I will take Study Leave in the winter (a course in 
Turkey and a 30-day retreat, plus holiday in Italy), I am still spending many 
Fridays working on my Doctor of Ministry Studies thesis, and I am continuing to 
relish the privilege and challenge of being your Vicar.  We are all learning to be 
the people God is calling us to be and that is not easy if we are to change and 
grow.   Thank you for your companionship on this journey. 
 
This is a very complex parish, and sometimes I wonder if people who have lived 
here for a long time realise how unusual and demanding it is to have so many 
diverse and separate interest groups.   Not only are the demands great for staffing 
(and the parish roster – thank you to Jan Phipps) and for systems (thank you to 
Margaret and Jaci in the office), but also passionate local interest can detract from 
the overall priority of being church: us all following Christ together.  However in 
2009 there has been growth in the life of the parish and there are signs of 
becoming stronger as one community of faith with people taking advantage of 
opportunities offered in other parts of the parish to where they normally worship. 
 
We begin 2010 reduced to 10 congregations: for the first time in years, we have 
no PreSchoolers congregation.   I am not sure what the future is for our ministry 
for and with this age-group but it is important. Children are vital to our life as a 
whole parish and we need to provide for their specific spiritual needs.  The 
Families Group is offering some good leadership in this area but I want to see the 
whole parish get behind them.  I would love to have Mainly Music at St Mark‟s 
(alongside Awesome Church) but need to pray for the people to lead it.   There is 
also no youth group (LIME), after 4 years of effort by Gill England, Michael 
Bennington-Barr and Chris Wilson.   I am not sure what the future is for our 
outreach to young people. 
 
In the next two months we will be undergoing a Parish Review which will lead to a 
new Parish Mission Plan to replace the Five Years Forward plan.  A key part of 
the latter was our dream that our congregations should reflect the communities 
around them.   We are a long way from that in terms of our age profile: some 
radical and perhaps painful decisions will have to be made, about our activities 
and focus, if we are to engage people below retirement age. 
 
We began the review process with a Natural Church Development Survey (at St 
Andrew‟s, being the largest congregation and perhaps typical of the whole parish) 
in the middle of the year.  Of the 8 factors assessed we scored lowest on 
“Passionate Spirituality”, so we were glad that we had already begun a “Year of 
Spiritual Growth”, and celebrated it at the November 5th Sunday Service.  We 
have also seen the growth of the meditation group (not originally a parish group 
but uses our premises and involves a number of parish people) and increasing 
numbers of people seeing a spiritual director.   Our Sunday services continue to 
offer choice in style but all are about nurturing spirituality and faith. 



As we come to the next stage of review, the new Vision Statement of the Diocese 
of Wellington (developed at a Visioning Event in May 2009) will challenge us: “TO 
BE A VIBRANT, SPIRITUAL AND CO-ORDINATED FAITH COMMUNITY THAT 
REACHES OUT AND TRANFORMS OUR WORLD BY: (a) building a strong 
foundation in personal spirituality; (b) building and supporting a robust ordained 
ministry; (c) empowering and educating the laity; (d) creating the future in 
children, youth, schools and families; (e) proclaiming the Gospel within our 
community and beyond; (f) being a strong voice for justice in our community;     
(g) thinking and acting as a unified Diocese.  
 
 
This year has been a major one for re-organisation of the financial side of parish 
life.   I will leave detailed presentation of that for the Treasurer‟s Report but want 
to include here both my appreciation of the work of the Finance Committee 
(Sandy, Alan and Ron) and also a reminder to everyone that Vestry has resolved 
to stay within budget. 
 
Another significant piece of work has been done by the St Andrew‟s Foyer 
Building Steering Committee, from which we will hear more at the AGM.  This 
building project will mean the closing of St Andrew‟s for some weeks, which will 
affect the life and ministry of the parish, but we look forward to Bishop Tom 
blessing the new foyer when he comes to us on Sunday August 15. 
I have realised that an important thing to do, in preparing the annual report, is to 
look through copies of “The Messenger” for the past 12 months. Every month I‟m 
amazed at the record of and reflections on our parish‟s journey – and as I look 
over the whole year I am even more impressed.  “The Messenger” reveals much 
about our parish life, with a wide-ranging documentation of events and activities 
and acts of worship, by which we proclaim who we are as people of God engaged 
in Christian mission. 
 
Margaret Blair, who also edits “The Messenger” and manages the website, has 
helped us all greatly in her role as Parish Archivist.  She has pointed out many 
matters of interest to me from the past as she has sorted carefully our historic 
papers (such as Vestry minutes and correspondence) in preparation for proper 
storage, with other material from parishes of Wellington Diocese, at the Turnbull 
Library. 
 
This has been my first year as Archdeacon of Kapiti, which is a very satisfying 
role but obviously adds to my workload (for which the parish is compensated one 
day‟s stipend a week). To give myself the extra time I have worked hard to 
encourage a wider group of people to preach so that I have to prepare only two 
sermons a month.  Yet this “busyness” is perhaps what leads people to not 
keeping me up-to-date with some of the happenings around the parish.  
Sometimes not knowing makes even more work for me and a quick phone call or 
email would help!   Parish communication will be especially important while I am 
away on study leave: there will be a very part-time priest-in-charge but please, in 
my absence, an email or phone message to the office will be sent on to those who 
need to know. 



I am very grateful to the wardens, Anne and Peter, especially for their leadership 
and wisdom but also for the collegiality we are finding together in the monthly 
meetings with our licensed priests.  Thank you also to them (Alison, Derek and 
Graeme) for their faithful and inspiring ministry, and to our other priests (Bernard, 
Ian, Peter) who assist with worship. 
 

In all the diversity of this one parish with many facets, there is the body life of 
Christ‟s forgiveness and hope.  My vision for the year ahead is that all of us will 
commit ourselves to deeper discipleship as we follow Christ together: daily prayer 
and Bible reading, regular (ideally weekly) attendance at worship, sacrificial 
giving, and seeking new ways of loving service amongst a more diverse group of 
people. Younger people are attracted by faith that changes lives, and I yearn to 
see this here. The ministry of Confirmations will be offered by Bishop Tom on 
August 15 and it is my fervent prayer that a number of people will be ready for 
either Confirmation or the Renewal of Baptismal Vows. Disciples make disciples!   
May our parish grow deeper and broader in 2010.  
 

Jenny Dawson 
 
 
 
 
 

WARDENS’ REPORT 21.02.2010 
 
We are pleased to report that 2009 was a year in which significant progress was 
made in spiritual growth and in tuning systems to be more efficient. This will 
enable us to better meet the goals of the parish. 
 
Buildings 
Our collection of old buildings continues to be requiring maintenance work and we 
have been fortunate to have much of the work done by volunteers and funded by 
donations.  This enabled the path up to St Phillip‟s to be sealed and the building 
has been painted by volunteers.  There is still more work needed on the building. 
 
Investigations are in hand to arrange a suitable toilet facility at St Alban‟s and it 
should be resolved in the near future. 

 

Tenders for the St Andrew‟s foyer alterations will be presented for consideration 
at the AGM.  This building is also in need of further maintenance and will be the 
subject of further consideration later this year. 
 
Donations received will enable the rest of the problem areas behind the Parish 
Centre that get boggy in winter to be grass paved.  This work should be 
completed by the time of the AGM. 
 
There is still a bad leak in the front window of St Mark‟s which will need to 
attended to as soon as possible. 



 
Unfortunately in our current society, security of the buildings requires constant 
vigilance.  All parishioners are urged to ensure that when leaving any of our 
buildings all doors are securely locked.  This is particularly important for the 
Parish Centre 
 
Local Churches 
 
The local church congregations have met regularly and continue to enhance the 
special character of each church. These are the key to providing a sense of 
hospitality and mission in each of our geographic centres and it has been good 
this year to be hosted by St Marks, St Philips and St Andrews at our fifth Sunday 
services. It is also a joy to know that three of the congregations are providing 
activities for children through Sunday School at St Andrews, Awesome church at 
St Marks and the All-age service at St Philips. 
 
Vestry 
 
The parish has an effective Vestry who work hard at their responsibilities 
We thank them for their efforts and the way they approach their task. Most of the 
business undertaken will be reported under other headings but mention must be 
made of the Vestry member‟s role in maintaining an overview of a complex 
organisation with cheerfulness and a desire to work for the best of all for the sake 
of Christ‟s mission in the Pauatahanui parish area. 
     
Growth in Ministry 
 
During Lent 2009, the congregation was encouraged to take part in small group 
Lenten studies. It was encouraging to see 6 people take leadership  and over 30  
people participate. We continue to recruit and train people to take part in our 
liturgical ministry. A Pastoral team cares for parishioners whose wellbeing can be 
enhanced by a visit and in our many small groups we offer fellowship and an 
opportunity for personal growth. Ably led by Jenny, we feel the team work among 
the Priests and Wardens has been very positive and supportive of all ministry in 
the parish. 
 
Our perspective has been enriched this year by the involvement of our Vicar in 
other parishes as Archdeacon and we have appreciated the opportunity to attend 
Diocesan functions and hear the wider vision of our Diocese. 
 
Our five year parish plan is coming to an end. Part of the next step in the 
formation of one for the next few years is listening to your dreams and identifying 
your mission. A Natural Church Development Survey has been completed and a 
diocesan team has already begun the next step in that process. Data will be 
collected through interviews this month. Then there will be a chance to sharpen a 
parish vision. The final step will be shaping a strategic plan which puts into action 
our desire to be the living church in our community. 



Thanks 
 
We thank Jenny Dawson for the competent and visionary way in which she 
carries out her role as vicar. Finally, both of us are very grateful to the parish 
members for their support and co-operation in the many tasks we have 
undertaken as part of our responsibilities. Your help was invaluable. 

  
 

Peter Rutledge        Anne Hadfield     
Peopleôs Warden        Vicarôs Warden 

 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATION: OFFICE  MANAGEMENT 
 

The Parish Office is the communication hub of our parish.  Jaci continues to run 
the office with smooth efficiency; deadlines are met, and good practices and 
efficient systems operate.  Succession planning is in place for all office 
processes.  Although the actual office is not always open, work is still going on 
via email, the website, and voice mail. The on-line calendar proves to be an 
efficient way to manage Parish Centre and other bookings and events.   
The Parish Roll is kept up to date and all files backed up and held off site.  
 
Research shows the Messenger distribution lists began in 1957 and have been 
updated from then on.  The lists have now been revamped and included as part 
of the Parish Roll database.  Thank you to those who contribute copy, the Good 
Neighbours who collate and the Distributors who deliver the Messenger to homes 
around the parish. The shed cabinet has been cleared of Vestry and other files.  
Appropriate records and registers will continue to be sent to the National Library 
where they will be readily accessible. 
 
All parish activities can be accessed in a variety of ways and the office plays a 
pivotal role through the: 
 

Weekly - News of Pauatahanui Anglicans 
Monthly – the Messenger to everyone on the parish roll either by hand or via the   
        website. 
Website – The website is regularly updated with the current News, Messenger, 
     Sermons and events and happenings.  We know it is viewed world-wide. 
Email – does the Office have you email address? 
Visual - The Office and Jenny‟s windows are constantly viewed by passing foot 
     traffic.    
Office – Whoever calls in is welcomed. 
 
Thank you Jaci for the care and attention you put in to your work; and to 
everyone who meets a deadline, or helps with whatever tasks need doing.  

 
Margaret Blair, Office Manager 



ST ANDREW'S LOCAL CHURCH REPORT 
 

The St Andrew's Local Church Meeting was held regularly during the course of 
the year, initially chaired by Irene Swadling and then Geordie Cassin for the final 
two meetings of year.  
  
A wonderful opportunity for members of the St Andrew's congregation to 
meet, plan, share ideas and have input into local activities, the Local Church 
Meetings are consistently attended by an enthusiastic core group of around 
fourteen parishioners. 
  
One of the key topics for discussion during the year was how to promote the 
meetings and encourage more people to attend. This is an ongoing mission for 
us in the year ahead, so if you haven't attended a meeting yet keep an eye out 
the next one and come along. And if you have attended, come again, bring 
friends and let Geordie know if you have any ideas for promoting the meetings 
further.  
  
Amongst the many topics discussed during the year were progress with the St 
Andrew's Foyer Project, working bees at the Church and Parish Centre, 
fundraising, the Children's Ministry, and how to mark St Andrew's Day.  
 
 On behalf of Irene and myself I would like to thank all those who have attended 
the meetings in the last year, all those who helped make them happen and 
everyone who contributes his or her time, energy and passion to enriching the life 
of our local congregation.  

  
Geordie Cassin 

 

 
 

GOD’S EARTH OUR HOME (GEOH) 
 

GEOH is a small congregation which meets monthly to engage in issues of 
justice and the environment. Each evening   includes hospitality, worship, 
discussion and the identification of action steps.  We have built on the foundation 
of study, information and prayer and continued the practice of organizing one of 
the fifth Sunday whole parish services. At this year‟s worship on the 30th of 
August we were fortunate to have Bishop Richard Randerson give a well 
researched and interesting address. 
 
Among our activities in 2009 were a visit to the ecologically sustainable „Red 
Barn‟, a talk and discussion on the Transition Towns movement, a very 
informative and challenging talk by Keith Calder on Porirua‟s waterways, a trip to 
the Karori Wildlife sanctuary „Zealandia‟, a visit to the award winning eco project 
at Pukerua school, and a showing and discussion of „the Story of Stuff‟, a video 
highlighting the real ecological cost of consumerism. 



The GEOH group know that work must be done to make sustainability a key value 
in maintaining a healthy planet for future generations. We believe our faith is an 
important ingredient and thank the parish and Vicar for encouraging us in our 
efforts. 

 
Anne Hadfield            Peter Drew 
     
          

THURSDAY MORNING EUCHARIST AND BIBLE STUDIES  
 
A growing sense of togetherness in God's presence could well-describe Thursday 

worship at St Andrew's.  Attendances peaking at 18 help visitors to feel readily 

welcomed and accepted.  There is significantly less shyness about coming 

forward for healing prayer and anointing.  Discussions during various studies lead 

by Jenny, Jim, Derek and Chris indicate an increasing awareness that God does 

indeed have a purpose in each of our lives that we are happy to share.  We seem 

to be getting the idea that the first Thursday of each month is strictly social after 

the Eucharist; a time worth staying for.  Thank you to all who lead and participate, 

in study and worship, noting that the dedication and prayer over the quilts gives 

us a special stimulus and focus: one in which we can give thanks to the healing 

grace of Jesus as we dwell in his presence.  

 

 John Gibson  

 

ST MARK’S, PUKERUA BAY 
 
The Eucharist is celebrated at 11am three Sundays a month.  We are often a 
small congregation so individuals do matter.  Sue Moriarty has kept the rosters of 
readers, siderspersons and welcomers in order for many years and has now 
taken a break.  Peter Phipps has stepped in.  Thank you Sue for your dedication.  
Charles and Mary Martin have moved north to live closer to family so we need to 
share the roles they have looked after for many years. Thank you to all the people 
who care for the church and grounds. In line with other churches, the kneelers 
have been taken off the pews at St Mark‟s.   
 
Awesome Church happens on the fourth Sunday.  We re-arrange the pews to 
provide plenty of space for fun, faith and later food; and some gardening too.  
Potatoes and garlic are ready for harvesting and the sweet peas with their 
wonderful perfume were special for Florence Howland and many others. 
 
Evensong also happens on the fourth Sunday.  The choir lead the singing at this 
service, and also at 11am on another Sunday.  Inspiring speakers at evensong 
offer a thought provoking start to the week. 



St Mark‟s hosted, with GEOH, the fifth Sunday service in August followed by a 
shared lunch.  The candlelight walk through the Secret Valley and to St Mark‟s for 
Matariki in June was a great evening.  We welcomed summer on All Saints‟ Day 
with a Saints and Summer Festival on the green beside the church – a wonderful 
afternoon in the sun. 
 
Sir Peter Jackson was a St Mark‟s kid! From the PARISH NEWS November 1961 
in the parish archives: "STOP PRESS - Hearty congratulations to Mr and Mrs W. 
Jackson, Pukerua Bay on the birth of a son." He was baptised at St Mark‟s a few 
weeks later.   
 
Thank you to all of you who play a part in worship at St Mark‟s and reach out into 
our community – that means every one of you. 

 
Margaret Blair 
 

 
 

ST PHILIP’S  
 
Another successful year for St Philips.  The St Philips congregation are 
enthusiastic and engaged.  The church has been beautifully repainted thanks to 
the generosity of the Spiller family, its great to have a welcoming outside to reflect 
the warmth within.  The bush area behind the church has been cleared out letting 
in more light thank you Peter Rutledge.  And we have had a few working bees on 
warm, sunny days.  We had fun hosting a children Christmas service on the 20th 
December where we had several new families from the local community.  

 
Andrea Coulston 
 
 

 
ST ALBAN’S  

 

 
There was one major highlight during the year.  The ANZAC Day Service, 
followed by the wreath laying at the Pauatahanui War Memorial and morning tea 
at Pauatahanui School, was very well supported again with the Church jammed 
packed and another thirty people standing outside. 
 
A special service conducted by the Rev Derek Lightbourne on Good Friday 
attracted a good number of parishioners who were very appreciative of the 
structure and content of the service.  The parish Nine Lessons and Carols 
Service was held in St Alban‟s and it is always a pleasure to host a whole parish 
service. 
 



The St Alban‟s local committee met only occasionally during the period to discuss 
of matters pertaining to St Alban‟s.  The last meeting of the year discussed a 
proposal to remove two trees from near the columbarium walls.  The trees were 
removed in the New Year and the area is now much tidier, is more open and is 
more accessible to mourners as they gather to inter the ashes of a loved one. 
 
Concerns raised following the removal of four very large Macrocarpa trees last 
year led to an archeological survey being completed.  The subsequent report 
provides guidance on the actions required to preserve the site whenever works of 
any sort are carried out.  The conditions suggested mean that it will be very 
difficult to do any development on the site at all. 
 
The grounds continue to be maintained in good order with most of the work being 
done by Bruce Carson, backed-up as required by one or two others.  We are 
extremely grateful to Bruce for the sterling work that he does.  The grounds are 
generally in good order, although some work to tidy up the “wilderness” areas 
would be beneficial. 
 
A new altar to replace the old borer infested altar was constructed and installed 
last year.  Some recommendations for future minor works have been made to 
Vestry, but on the whole St Alban‟s is in good shape and will continue to service 
the parish well into the future. 
 

Ron Stevens 
On behalf of the St Albanôs Congregation 
 

 
 
 

HARBOURVIEW RESTHOME WORSHIP  
 

 

Northern Porirua Christian Churches share on a rotation basis the holding of 
Services of worship at the Harbourview Rest Home in Papakowhai.  Our 
commitment from the Anglican Parish of Pauatahanui is to celebrate Holy 
Communion with some of the residents on the first Thursday of every month.   
The Service is usually attended by 20-30 residents, informally seated in the 
Harbourview main Recreation Room.  The room contains both a piano and an 
electric organ, and has wonderful views overlooking the Porirua Basin. 
 
The Service lasts for 20-30 minutes, after which Communion is taken to the 
private rooms of those residents who wish it but were unable to attend the 
Service.  We use a short form of Service, designed for leadership by a non-
ordained minister, enabling us to offer Holy Communion with a combination of 
hymns, prayers, and Bible readings which engender a sense of worship, sharing, 
renewal and holiness in this place of need.  Pre-consecrated bread and wine are 
taken from St Andrews Church. 



A Prayer Quilt, produced by Glenys and her team, was dedicated at St Andrews 
and circulated through the Parish Churches, before being presented to the 
Residents by Marie at a Service during the year.  Staff hold it in safe-keeping, and 
„display it‟ on occasion.  On the Sunday before Christmas, Vicar Jenny once 
again took a special Service for Residents to celebrate Christmas with  
Communion.  She is also invited to bless a room after a death has occurred.   
 
Team members circulate amongst the residents in attendance after the Service. 
Our team consists of two LLMs, some pianists, and a few otherlay-parishioners … 
thanks to all of them, for making this such a warm and effective ministry. 

 
Current Team:       Chris Durrant            -       LLM, Team Leader, Celebrant 
                                Marie Preston            -       LLM , Assistant, Celebrant  
              Jean Davidson            -       Pianist 
             Jenny Harris        -       Pianist      
                                Don Johnston       -       Pianist/Organist 

     Rosemary Patterson   -       Reader/Liturgist 
                                Margaret Blair            -       Reader/Liturgist 
                                Royce Jacobson        -       Reader Liturgist 
 
 

Chris Durrant  
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S AND FAMILIES CO-ORDINATOR REPORT 
ST ANDREW’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
Sunday School begins again on 7th February 2010 after the Summer Break. 
 
Last year I took Sunday School at St. Andrews 09:30 on most Sundays - a very 
big “Thank you” to Jenny, Anne, Barbara, Bruce, David, Judith, Irene and all the 
other adults who helped me out during the year.  (I absolutely couldn‟t have done 
it without you!) 
 
The number and average age of children varies from week to week so although I 
can plan roughly, I also have to be able to be flexible to accommodate the 
attendees.  I definitely plan to implement a loose roster this year so that Sunday 
School is not totally reliant on me (or one replacement).  I believe that most 
people would be happy to help out as long as they are given a plan for that 
particular date that they could then just implement. 
 
Each Sunday I tried to follow the lectionary utilizing games, quizzes, stories, arts 
and crafts that were relevant to the subject being covered in the Bible readings.  
There have been some wonderful resources both online and passed to me by 
interested parties.  On a few occasions we were able to watch videos (one on 
Jesus‟ life and the other a “Vege tales”) which were very popular. 
 



Highlights of the Year 
 
Looking back at the year I think the highlights for Sunday School (and me!) have 
been the big events:  the Easter sermon, making shakers to play during the final 
hymn, making Witness bracelets, the wonderful discussions (some of them 
extremely deep and religiously controversial!) and the run down to our own 
cinematic version of the Nativity Story (thanks again to David and Bruce!) 
 
I particularly like the little book of Family Prayers (Prayers for Younger Children and 
their Parents) which we have used at Sunday School.  It is beautifully illustrated and 
written by young children.  Great suggestion by Anne H!  I also have a copy of Cool 
Prayers for young people and I would like to use that a little bit more this year too. 
 
For the families, I was also involved (with Anne H.) in selling reduced-price tickets 
for the Diane Levy Seminar which my husband and I attended and thoroughly 
enjoyed.  For those of you with young families, I couldn‟t recommend it highly 
enough.  Funny, entertaining, insightful and helpful, Diane really knows her stuff!  
We sold approx. 15 tickets (please check with Anne….) 
 
2010 
 
Looking forward to this year, I had a meeting with Alison Camplin at the end of last 
year where she gave me lots more suggestions for resources and help for Sunday 
School.  I‟m hoping to visit the office in Wellington to take a look at some of the 
books (and videos) they have available. 
 
I‟m hoping to convince more people to get involved with Sunday School on a more 
regular basis and free myself up to be able to be more visible around the other 
Churches. 
 
I am also hoping to register for the Side-by-Side Mentoring Training programme 
(Churches working together to support family life) which will take place over the 
year.  This is a training programme for mentors who will walk alongside parents, 
supporting them in their parenting role and ensuring that all parents know that they 
are valued. 
 
Here‟s looking forward to another fun year!  If you have any questions – please don‟t 
hesitate to give me a call……….. 
 
With Love and Blessings 

Lindsey Rusling 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ST MARK’S FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
 
The Friendship Group meets in the lounge at St Mark‟s after the Communion 
Service on the first Wednesday of each month.  The programme for 2009 was 
compiled in February from suggestions by the members and saw a varied 
selection of speakers and outings.  Members of the group have formed strong 
bonds which extend beyond the monthly meetings. 
  
A picnic at Aotea Lagoon, a Quiz and the Pukerua Bay School Choir performance 
in the Church were very popular and these events have now become regular 
features of our programme. 
  
Speakers in 2009 included Derek Lightbourne, Dr Jim McAloon, Anton Sutouris of 
the Plimmerton Fire Brigade, and Mr Boot from Age Concern.  The Group visited 
Nga Manu Bird Sanctuary in Waikanae in November.  
  
We lost a few members during the year due to relocation but gained a number of 
people who now join us regularly. Everyone is welcome to come along on the first 
Wednesday for coffee and friendship. 

 
Lorna Harrison 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSOCIATION OF ANGLICAN WOMEN   
(Women’s Fellowship) 

 
The Fellowship group continued to have a steady membership during 2009. 
The group had some interesting speakers at the monthly meetings, ranging from 
travel, to visits to the Cathedral to watch the bell ringers and the conservation of 
old books. 
 

The main fundraiser of the year was the dinner at the Parish Centre which was 
catered for by the Divine Caterers and we were entertained by the singers from 
Aotea College. 
 

The group continues to support the aims of AAW and the work done  both on a 
Diocesan level and through missions. 
 

Julia Stevens 
 

 
 
 
 



PRAYERS & SQUARES REPORT 
 
 
 

The Prayer Quilt Ministry 
Chapter 398 
 
The goals of Prayers & Squares will always remain consistent: 
 
► To promote and strengthen belief in the power of prayer 
►    To be caring, compassionate and prayerful in all our dealings with our 

recipients and their families. 
 
2009 was our busiest year-to-date providing 36 Prayer Quilts to people in need of 
prayer support - 10 more than the previous year. The highlight of the year was 
the making of our 100th Prayer Quilt and that the recipient was one of our long 
time parishioners, Nan Bowey.  Also, we were delighted with the press coverage 
we got in three of the local newspapers and a handwritten note of congratulations 
from Bishop Tom. 
The timespan of getting our quilts into the hands of recipients has shortened 
since our inception four years ago.  However, because the number of requests 
nowadays is much greater it puts a lot more pressure on us to get the quilts 
ready and on their journey around the Parish.  For those who want to sponsor a 
Prayer Quilt, we appreciate you getting in touch with us as soon as possible to 
collect the relevant papers so you can discuss the process with the proposed 
recipient.  The sooner we get a request underway the sooner the recipient can 
enjoy the comfort of prayer and their new quilt.  Illness is certainly not a 
prerequisite to requesting a quilt.  Experiencing a change in one‟s circumstances 
or any reason that brings about a need for prayer support  is a good reason to 
request a Prayer Quilt. 
 
We are very grateful for the financial support we get from Nutrimetics because of 
the products you purchase.  Also, we thank those who have given donations in 
the form of money or fabrics as this also enables us to carry out our ministry. 
 
We were delighted to welcome two new members to our group during 2009.  The 
door is always open - come and join us around 10am for coffee, prayer time and 
fellowship every now and again or join the group - Wednesday  from 9am - noon 
in the Parish Centre.  
 

Glenis Rutledge & Lesley Hall 
Coordinators 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXPLORATIONS GROUP 
 
“Explorations” is a study group with the aim of exploring the connections between 
our faith, religion, and spirituality and the social issues of the modern world. 
During2008 we have explored a variety of topics including theological and 
spiritual aspects of our lives and society. Our interests are wide ranging and 
generate some interesting discussion. We continue to meet monthly on the fourth 
Monday at 2.30p.m. in the Parish Centre, and would welcome participation from 
anyone interested in exploring issues of faith which push the boundaries beyond 
traditional interpretations. 
 

Alison Pitts, Facilitator 
 
 
 
 

DIVINE CATERERS REPORT 
 

 

We have had another busy year and it is a pleasure to provide a service in this 
way. 
 
Our major task is providing refreshments after funerals and we regard this as a 
special privilege.  There were several during the year. 
 
We also enjoyed catering for special birthdays – a 60th, 70th and 80th as well as 
two 50th Wedding Anniversaries. 
 
We provided dinners for Women‟s Fellowship, the Men‟s Group, Royal School of 
Church Music (twice) and the Bowling Club.  There was also a Parish Welcoming 
Lunch, a Book Launch and some other small events.  A highlight was to cater for 
the Mana Little Theatre Jubilee in July. 
 
We also made pancakes for Shrove Tuesday in February and organised the 
Harvest fair in April. 
 
We have been able to welcome some new people to the team and we enjoy the 
fellowship of working together.  We were sorry to lose Mary and Charles Martin 
when they moved north.  They were very valued helpers.  We are grateful to all 
those who give of their time and talents for this special ministry which raises 
considerable revenue for the parish. 
 
Divine Catering was previously part of the Parish Fundraising Team.  They have 
now been separated and are working independently.              
 
Liz Sandell                                                                                                Margaret Bourne 

 



OVERSEAS MISSION NEWS 
 

The total Mission giving from the parish for 2009 was $4,474.00.  This included 
$150.00 for the Gaza Appeal and $414.10 for the tsunami Appeal.  This was a 
very pleasing result.   
 
The Parish Mission giving was made up through the envelope scheme, direct 
giving and Mission boxes.  $739.70 was given through the Mission boxes.  It all 
goes to the Anglican Missions Board to support the work of mission partners 
serving overseas in Tanzania, Kenya, Pakistan, Cambodia, Asia, New Guinea 
and many other places. 
 
The Diocese continues to support the building of a secondary school in Kagera – 
the Link Diocese in Central Africa.  The parish contributes old or foreign coins for 
this project and there is a „Kash for Kagera‟ bucket in the parish office.  
 
Shona Bowman collects used stamps and delivers them to the Missions Board.  
They are always grateful for them as they bring in a considerable amount of 
revenue towards the annual budget.  So, please keep saving them and putting 
them in the box provided in the St. Andrew‟s foyer.   
 
The Rev Canon Robert Kereopa, Executive Officer of Anglican Missions spoke at 
a morning service at St Andrew‟s in August. 
Thank you to all who have contributed towards the missionary work of the 
church.  

 
Margaret Bourne, Mission Motivator 
 
 
 

PARISH MUSIC GROUP 
 

With a commitment to support the music at St Andrew‟s once a month, and some 
special services, the Parish Music Group has had a busy year. As well as on the 
second Sunday we have sung at fifth Sunday Whole Parish services including 
services at St Mark‟s and St Philip‟s. We continue to have a core of committed 
singers and our pianist, Jean Davidson with Raewyn Caldwell ably 
accompanying us on occasions. We are grateful to them both. Other singers 
come when they can. We would welcome more members, particularly some men 
and those who can sing in parts, so that we can form a broader base and tackle 
slightly more complex works. We continue with the philosophy that we do not 
sing solo, but are there to support the congregation in singing all aspects of the 
service. My thanks go to all who continue to support us so faithfully. 

  
Alison Pitts, Co-ordinator 



PAUATAHANUI  PARISH  LIBRARY     
 
The Parish Library, housed in St Andrews, now stocks over 260 titles after a good 
pruning in the New Year.  Many thanks go to the kind people who have donated 
material through the year and enabled a wider readership for some excellent 
books. 
 

Use of the Library has been a little less than in the previous year but there has still 
been regular use by individuals as well as by groups such as Explorations and the 
Meditation group. 
 

An updated Library catalogue is available on the Parish website and a copy is 
attached to the Library shelves. 
 

A Library slot in the Messenger most months features new titles or books of 
particular current interest 
 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Librarian 

 
 
 
 
 

PARISH CENTRE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 The Parish Centre continues to serve the parish well.  As well as parish activities 
it is a popular venue for family celebrations and children‟s birthday parties.  It is an 
excellent facility for refreshments after funerals. 
 
The Committee members are Liz Sandell (convenor) Margaret Bourne and Mark 
Berry.  We welcomed Mark early in the year when Chris Durrant resigned after 
becoming a member of the vestry.  We were very grateful for Chris‟s contribution 
to the committee. 
 
There has been very little maintenance needed in the past year.  Hannah 
Whattam resigned from doing the cleaning when she finished at University.  We 
were able to welcome back Shirley Marsh and she is doing a very good job of 
keeping the Parish Centre in good order. 

 
Liz Sandell                                                                                                Margaret Bourne                                                 
 

                                                                                                  
 
 



FIREWOOD PROJECT 
 

The Firewood project has continued thanks to the generosity of Richard and Gaye 
Renshawe who have provided us with the space to store and work on our wood. 
 
With the help of the team from the Rimutaka Faith Based Unit we also managed 
to process a large quantity of pine and Macrocarpra in preparation for the 2010 
winter. 
 
We have had another good year and have sold over $12,000 of wood again this 
year with further help from the Rimutaka team.  With the stock on hand we can 
look forward to another good fund raising year. 
 
We are very pleased to welcome Bridget Groves as our marketer in Pukerua Bay 
where we have many regular customers. 
 
We do thank our supporters for all the assistance we have received.  We would 
be pleased to welcome some new workers to our team as it has become depleted 
of recent times. 
 

 

Peter Rutledge 
 
 
 
 

 
CHOIR REPORT  

 
The Choir attended services, Morning and Evensong at St Mark‟s, Pukerua Bay 
and Morning services at St Albans Church. 
 
We always enjoy the 9 Lessons and Carol service and other special services we 
are asked to participate in.  Many of the Choir are involved with other Choirs, and 
some are involved with the music group.   Wherever possible, they also attend 
courses through the RSCM (Royal School of Church Music) and the Choral 
Federation May Workshop. 
 
We are always looking for new members to join us, and would welcome anyone 
who is interested, to come along and sing with us.  We hold our practises on a 
Thursday evening at St Andrews, Plimmerton. 

 
Secretary 
Noeline Gordon 
 
 
 



MEN’S GROUP  
 
There were two men‟s group meeting last year both helping the men‟s community 
grow both physically and spiritually. 
 
This year we intend to grow more with more dinners planned interesting guest 
speakers and perhaps some sporting events as well. 

 
David Kendall 
 
 
 
 

ST ALBAN’S BURIAL GROUND AND COLUMBARIUM 
 

The Burial Ground Management team have met four times in the past year.  The 
objectives and management of the burial ground and columbarium surrounding   
St Alban‟s church have been formalised by Vestry.  A new plan of the plots has 
been drawn and all plots, burials and plaques are entered on the data base. A 
back-up of the data base is held off-site. A photographic record of each plot is to 
be recorded. 
 
The process of purchase, burial, placing ashes and installing a plaque has been 
documented with appropriate forms and the initial process can be handled 
through the office. 
 
An accurate record of all burials in St Alban‟s churchyard will be printed and kept 
up to date. 
 
In line with all burial grounds in Porirua City a record of names and dates of death 
will be on the Parish website. 
 
Vestry acknowledges with gratitude the ongoing work at the burial ground carried 
out by Roger Beauchamp.  

 
 
 
 

HEALING MINISTRY 
       
Derek Lightbourne 



Looking 
Ahead... 
¶ Holy Week & Easter Events 

¶ Matariki in Pukerua Bay 

¶ Foyer Dedication and   
Confirmation with      
Bishop Tom on 15 August 

¶ 5th Sundays in May, August 
and October 

ST ANDREWõS, PLIMMERTON; ST ALBANõS, PAUATAHANUI,  

ST MARKõS, PUKERUA BAY; ST PHILIPõS, PAREMATA 


